LAKE LEVELS AND DAM MANAGEMENT

Post Lake is an impoundment on the Wolf River, with water levels controlled at the dam located under
the bridge on Clear Lake Road. The lake’s water supply is dependent on rain fall within the lakes
drainage basin and what water is made available from upriver at the Little Rice Lake Dam.

The dam is made up of four openings; three of those openings are controlled by movable gates which
can be opened to allow more water to pass through and closed to restrict the flow of water. The fourth
gate is a spillway, which is always open and has no means of restricting water flow. It should also be
noted that the dam was constructed in 1932 and even when the gates are fully closed there will be
seepage under the gates.

The minimum and maximum water levels for the lake were established by the DNR in 1994. The Lake
District is required to maintain the lakes water level within a one-foot range, which is monitored at a
staff gauge located on the dam. The established range, as it relates to sea level, is from 95 to 96 on the
staff gauge. The Lake Districts attempts to maintain the lake at a level of 95.8, during the warm weather
months. During periods of heavy rain fall or extended dry periods, the level of the lake will fluctuate
both over and below the desired target 95.8.

The Lake District employs a Dam Tender who is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the dam.
The Dam Tender is tasked with monitoring weather conditions and coordinating water flow with the
Little Rice Lake Dam. It is the Dam Tender who makes routine visits to the dam to adjust the gates as
needed, keeping in mind the anticipation of rain events and water release from the Little Rice Lake Dam.



